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CUBA

Christian Publishing
in Cuba Today
InterLit ‘s Kim Pettit and Eric Rodríguez del Toro, a freelance writer and pastor, report that the efforts of national
and foreign publishers are still not enough to meet the Christian literature needs of the Church in Cuba.

I

n 1985, Christian publishing got a new start in
Cuba. That year, President
Fidel Castro and leaders of
the Cuban Communist Party
met with Catholic and
Protestant religious leaders
within the country, and
church-state relations
improved. In 1992, Cuba’s
constitution was officially
changed to ban discrimination against Christians.
Today, doors are opening for
Christian literature.

Literature from overseas
The United Bible Societies, working with the
Cuban Council of Churches
(CCC), was allowed to import
thousand of Bibles into the
country. Other evangelical
publishing houses in Latin
America—such as Editorial
Caribe, headed by wellknown Cuban-born editor,
Juan Rojas—were also
allowed to donate literature
to the Council. The Bible
Commission of the Cuban
Council of Churches, led by
José Lopez, an evangelical
Baptist pastor, is the only
institution that is officially
permitted to import Christian materials into Cuba. It
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reviews all materials and then
distributes them to the 53
denominations now in the
country.
Since 1998, Cuba has
received some 800,000 pieces
of literature for children from
Cook Communications Ministries International (CCMI),
including Spanish-language
editions of the Picture New
Testament, the Picture Bible, A
Book of Prayers for Children,
The Gospel for Kids, Six Busy
Days and the Children’s Discovery Bible. CCMI’s goal is to
provide one million Picture
New Testaments, Sunday
school curriculum for every
church, and a six-volume
Warren Wiersbe pastor’s
library for every minister.
“We thank God for all
people, throughout the
world, who help get... Christ-

ian literature to Cuba, but it
is not enough,” observed one
evangelical church leader at a
CCC meeting.
This is due to church
growth. Some estimate that
as many as 15 percent of
Cuba’s 11 million people are
evangelical Christians. That
number is growing by more
than six percent per year.

National efforts
Different denominations
and interdenominational
organizations are publishing
and sending their publications all over the island. For
instance, Mensaje (Message), a
theological magazine, is published by the CCC. The CCC
also produces a regular e-mail
bulletin, Tribuna Ecuménica
(Ecumenical Tribune). This
and other electronic publica-

Girls display
some of the
CCMI books
for children
distributed
in Cuba last
year.

tions not only provide news
for Cuban Christians with
access to a computer, but
open communication with
people in other countries.
Caminos (Pathways), a
bulletin and magazine from
Editorial Caminos, a ministry
of the Martin Luther King
Center in Havana, covers
social aspects of theology and
similar subjects in depth, as
does Reflexión y Diálogo
(Reflection and Dialogue), a
publication from the Christian center of the same name
in Cárdenas. The Martin
Luther King Center has also
worked with the Latin American Evangelical Commission
for Christian Education
(CELADEC), to produce a
small print run (500+) of six
Bible booklets for children.
“With today’s religious
awakening, after the apertura
(openness) in Cuba,” says a
member of the Interdenominational Confraternity of
Evangelical Ministers and
Pastors of Cuba (CIMPEC),
“people are hungry for the
Gospel. We used to have to
use articles cut out from old
Christian magazines. That
time is past. Now we must
prepare ourselves to be good

“I receive a flood of letters each
month from people requesting
Bibles and other literature,”
says López. “These, indirectly,
are a testimony to the support
the CCC Bible Commission has
received all these years, from
various agencies and Bible societies, that have faithfully sent
us materials.”

writers.” CIMPEC publishes a
print and e-mail bulletin. The
ministry has also started a
series of workshops to train
Christian communicators.
Many new ministries have
arisen in Cuba parallel to the
growth of the Church, and
others are trying to reappear,
such as the publications of
materials for children and for
Sunday school.
Last year, “La Hora de la
Luz”(Hour of Light), an evangelistic ministry on La Isla de
la Juventud began publishing
a children’s comic, El pequeño
David (Little David). Its goal
is to publish the magazine on
a quarterly basis. A similar
publication for

children is produced by the
Cuban Evangelical League, a
denomination whose publishing efforts are centered in
Havana.
Other religious magazines
have begun in the country,
though only a few are published by evangelicals. All
such magazines have very
low circulation and are published in small formats. Most
are not sufficiently attractive
to get people’s attention,
with low-grade paper, few
illustrations, and only one or
two colors of ink. The vast
majority is given away for
free. Since the Church in
Cuba is not able to fund most
Christian publishing, print
runs are

small and distributed on a
very limited scale. Christian
publishers experience overwhelming problems at almost
every level (finding paper,
printers, meeting deadlines,
keeping writers).
One effort that was vital
for its importance in the past,
for formation of Christian
children in Cuba, was the
independent, interdenominational publication of Sunday
school and vacation Bible
school curriculum.
A great work was done by
Elizabeth Parkurst, Berta
Hernández and Rosa Luz
Morejón, missionaries of the
“Los Pinos Nuevos” (New
Pines) Cuban Evangelical
Association and pioneers of
Christian education ministry
in Cuba. They had the financial support of Irving Parkurst
and the women from
Tremont Temple Baptist
Church in Boston. The published materials included
Sunday school lessons for
different age levels, teacher
self-preparation material,
and visual aids.
Today, with another
name, Ediciones Rosy
(Rosy Publishing), this
ministry continues, with

very scarce resources, to supply and sell some materials
for Sunday school teachers
and Christian education
courses. Its latest effort is the
“Instituto Río Jordán” (Jordan River Institute) that
offers courses for preachers
and Bible teachers.
Ediciones Sinaí (Sinai Publishing), from the Baptist
Convention of Eastern Cuba,
prints lessons for believers,
literature that is very useful
for personal evangelism and
discipleship. The Convention
also prepares curriculum for
over 100 churches. Another
organization, the Baptist Fellowship of Churches in Cuba,
also produces curriculum.
Augusto Coto, a printinghouse in Matanzas, publishes
Bible portions and Sunday
school materials.
Despite these efforts,
“There is a great lack of
[Christian] material in our
country,” affirms López, of
the CCC Bible Commission.
“There [are] no evangelical
bookstores in our country.
There are 379 public libraries
in Cuba, but more resources
are needed. There is great
demand for Bibles and other
literature.”
Even with these limitations, the Church in Cuba
continues to grow. While
there is a limited supply of
materials now available, there
is optimism about what God
will provide for the future.❖
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